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Red Hook
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red hook is in the process of reinvention. Its maritime past has been updated 

with the building of the Brooklyn Cruise Terminal—U.S. home to the Queen Mary 2.  

Its old warehouses now house artists and artisans. Trendy restaurants abut abandoned 

industrial sites as the past and future converge. Adventurous urban explorers have a 

great opportunity to experience the city’s 19th century waterfront with a modern twist.
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Where is Red Hook?
Located in Northwestern Brooklyn, 
Red Hook is bordered along the 
northeast by Hamilton Avenue and is 
surrounded by Buttermilk Channel, 
Gowanus Bay and the Gowanus Canal.

About Red Hook
In 1636, Dutch colonists settled and named Roode Hoek 
meaning “red point” —red for the color of the clay soil 
and point because the land projected out into the water. 
Because of its strategic location, ships from all over  
the world docked in Red Hook to load and unload cargo 
and make repairs for over a century. The relocation of 
shipyards in the 20th century led to unemployment and 
eventual disrepair in the area. The 21st century has seen 
a new artistic boom in Red Hook and its geographical 
isolation has given it a unique sense of neighborhood 
and community.

It’s Easy to Get to Red Hook:
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by subway: A, C or F trains to Jay Street/Borough 
Hall and transfer on street level for the B61 bus to 

Red Hook. by water taxi: Water taxis run from Pier 11 
at South Street and Gouveneur Lane in Manhattan to the 
Ikea store in Red Hook. To learn more, see their website 
at http://www.nywatertaxi.com/commuters/ikea. 
by shuttle: Ikea provides a free shuttle bus during store 
hours from specific subway stops in Brooklyn. To learn 
more, see their website at http://info.ikea-usa.com/
Brooklyn/StoreDirections.aspx.

Things to See and Do in Red Hook
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  brooklyn clay retort and  
f ire brick works storehouse at 
76-86 Van Dyke Street at Richards 
Street is an 1859 building that looks 

more like a church than a warehouse. This significant 
mid-19th century industrial building with 20” thick 
stone walls was the first designated city landmark in  
Red Hook. The two-story brick building with the 
chimney across the street was also a part of the complex. 
To learn more, see the website at http://nycnpc.org/
db/bb_files/2001BrooklynClayRetort.pdf.
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  louis j. valentino jr. park and pier at Pier 39 
surrounded by Van Dyke, Coffey and Ferris Streets was 
named for a firefighter who died in the line of duty.  
The pier offers one of the best views in the entire city of 
new york harbor and the statue of liberty. This is 
also a great locale for kayaking—and free lessons are 
often made available. To learn more, see the website at 
http://www.redhookboaters.org.
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  pier 41 at 204-207 Van Dyke Street between 
Conover and Ferris Streets is a large restored mid-19th 
century brick warehouse that now houses cabinet 
makers, glass artisans and other light industries.
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  look north gallery at 275 Conover Street,  
Suite 4E near Reed Street is dedicated to providing a 
unique forum for Inuit art. To learn more, see their 
website at http://www.looknorthny.com.
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historic warehouses unique harbor views
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The Big Apple Greeter Guide to
Red Hook

greeter’s secret:  
The Statue of Liberty was oriented  

to face France when she was erected.  
Red Hook is the only location in  

the entire city where you can get a 
front view of the statue.
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  pier 44 waterfront garden  
at 290 Conover Street near Reed Street 
offers benches amid beautiful flowers 
and stunning views of the statue of 
liberty and the verrazano-
narrows bridge. This is a great 
place to just watch the boats go by.
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  waterfront museum and 
showboat barge at 290 Conover 
Street near Reed Street is mounted on 
Lehigh Valley Railroad Barge No. 79 
– a restored wooden-covered cargo 
barge built in 1914. It sponsors 
educational programs, circus acts and 
a sunset music series in the summer 
months. To learn more, see their 
website at http://www.waterfrontmuseum.org.
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  beard street pier at 499 Van Brunt Street near 
Reed Street is a carefully restored 19th century 
warehouse —notice the 250 arched and shuttered 
windows. It now houses over 40 small manufacturing 
businesses, including wood working ships, artist and 
glass studios, theatrical set and costume designers and a 
parachute design firm. There are usually a few antique 
trolleys outside the pier in various stages of renovation. 
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  kentler international drawing space  
at 353 Van Brunt Street between Dikeman and Wolcott 
Streets is dedicated to bringing contemporary art to  

the public and has frequently 
changing exhibits. To learn  
more, see their website at  
http://www.kentlergallery.org. 

Shopping

10

11 12 13

14 15

16

5 64

9

7

8

 14 1615 17

18 steve’s authentic key lime 
pies at 204 Van Dyke Street 

between Conover and Ferris Streets on 
the south side of Pier 41 is the place  
to find glorious pies that have become 
indelibly linked to Red Hook. They 
are such local favorites, they are 
offered in many of the area’s 
restaurants for dessert. And be sure to 
try the Swingle—a key lime tart 
dipped in dark chocolate and served 

on a stick. To learn more, see their website at  
http://stevesauthentic.com/wpnew. 
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18 baked at 359 Van Brunt Street near Dikeman Street 
is a bakery/café with comfor-table sofas. Be sure to 

try their homemade marshmallows —chocolate and 
vanilla—and their special granola. The brownies are a 
must. And you can shop online! To learn more, see their 
website at http://bakednyc.com.
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erie basin at 388 Van Brunt Street at Dikeman 
Street is the source for vintage jewelry and antique 

furniture. To learn more, see  
their website at http://eriebasin.com.
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growing art  
community pleasant green spaces
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Red Hook
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greeter’s secret:  
To learn more about Red Hook’s rich 
maritime history, see the website at 

http://www.redhookwaterfront.
com/_hi.main/index.html. 

fresh pie
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red lipstick at 390 Van Brunt 
Street near Dikeman Street offers 

luxurious knitwear, accessories, 
jewelry and gift items. To learn more, 
see their website at  
http://www.redlipstick.net/shop.
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foxy & winston at 392 Van 
Brunt Street between Dikeman 

and Coffey Streets features original 
hand screen-printed stationery, 
whimsical tees for children and wall 
art. To learn more, see their website at 
http://www.foxyandwinston.com.
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metal and thread at 398  
Van Brunt Street near  

Coffey Street is the place to find 
original jewelry and objects inspired by the Arts & Crafts 
Movement of the early 20th century. To learn more, see 
their website at http://metalthread.com. 
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red hook community farm at 590 Columbia 
Street near Sigourney Street is a 2-½ acre working 

farm run by a non-profit group called Added Value to 
provide job training for local young people, while 
benefiting the community with fresh and reasonably 
priced produce. Several local restaurants feature their 
produce on their menus and their Farmers Market is open 
every Saturday from July to November. To learn more, see 
their website at http://www.added-value.org.
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red hook mercado at 410  
Van Brunt Street between Van 

Dyke and Coffey Streets is an open  
air market that features local 
handmade crafts and foodstuffs. To 
learn more, see their website at  
http://redhookmercado.com.

When It’s Time to Eat
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kevin’s at 277A Van Brunt 
Street near Visitation Place 

offers a changing menu every week 
based on what’s fresh at the market. 
The focus is on seafood—so try the 
chowder or crab cakes if available. To 
learn more, see their website at 
http://www.mooreparties.com. 
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red hook lobster pound at 284 Van Brunt 
Street between Verona Street and Visitation 

Place sells fresh Maine lobster—live or steamed, but they 
are best known throughout Red Hook for their 
renowned lobster rolls. To learn more, see their website 
at http://redhooklobsterpound.com. 
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hope & anchor at 347 Van Brunt Street at 
Wolcott Street is a hip diner featuring all-day 

breakfast, classic diner fare and a full bar. And there’s 
Karaoke on Thursdays to Saturdays. Popular with local, 
this is a great place to get a feel for the neighborhood.
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metal and  
thread community farm
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greeter’s secret:
There is always something new in  

Red Hook— trendy shops, cutting edge 
galleries, gourmet restaurants.  
To keep up, see the website at  

http://www.sbidc.org/documents/
Visitors-Guide-RedHook.pdf.

speciality  
shopping
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About Big Apple Greeter  
Founded in 1992, Big Apple Greeter’s mission is to enhance 
New York City’s worldwide image while enriching the city 
experience for its visitors. Connecting with business and 
leisure travelers from all over the US and the world, Greeters 
take visitors on informal, unscripted walks through one or 
more neighborhoods in any of the five boroughs, promote 
tourism throughout the city, and help visitors discover the 
ease of using public transportation. Over 300 volunteer 
Greeters speak collectively almost 25 languages and enjoy 
giving their time and energy back to their hometown. Since 
its founding, Big Apple Greeter—a free public service—has 
welcomed over 90,000 visitors and been featured in thou-
sands of newspapers, magazines, and television and radio 
programs all over the world, reaching an audience of over 
one billion potential visitors to New York City. Big Apple 
Greeter is proud to partner with NYC & Company, the Metro-
politan Transportation Authority and the Make-A-Wish Foun-
dation® of Metro New York.

About the Global Greeter Network
Big Apple Greeter is proud to be part of 
the Global Greeter Network, a voluntary 
association of welcoming programs 
around the world, all based on the Big 
Apple Greeter model: free and open to 

all visitors; offer greeter services as an individual or very 
small group experience (no more than 6 visitors); and are 
characterized by enthusiastic, local residents who love their 
home city, love to meet people from around the world, and 
volunteer to conduct these visits.

The Global Greeter Network currently spans seven coun-
tries on four continents and includes the following mem-
bers: Cicerones de Buenos Aires in Argentina; Adelaide 
Greeters and Melbourne Greeter Service in Australia; Tap in 
TO! (Toronto) in Canada; VisitBrighton Greeters and Kent 
Greeters in England; Paris Greeter, Les Greeters de Nantes, 
Greeters62 (Pas-de-Calais), Lyon City Greeters and Marseille 
Provence Greeters in France; Den Haag Greeters in the Neth-
erlands; Big Apple Greeter (New York City), Chicago Greeter, 
and Houston Greeters in the United States.

You may learn more about Big Apple Greeter and its 
many services on our website:  
www.bigapplegreeter.org or by emailing us at 
information@bigapplegreeter.org
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20 21fort def iance at 365  
Van Brunt Street near 

Dikeman Street is justly famous for its 
breakfasts, but also offers creative 
cocktails. Good food at fair prices has 
made this a popular neighborhood 
hangout. To learn more, see  
their website at  
http://fortdefiancebrooklyn.com.
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the good fork at 391 Van Brunt 
Street near Coffey Street offers an 

eclectic menu and features fresh local 
produce from the Red Hook Community Farm. To learn more, see their 
website at http://www.goodfork.com.
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22
rocky sullivan’s at 34 Van Dyke Street at Dwight Street is an Irish pub 
that features live music, poetry readings, dart contests and knitting 

nights. Their weekend brunches feature an authentic Irish breakfast. This is a 
very popular meeting place for local residents. To learn more, see their 
website at http://www.rockysullivans.com.

Culture
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  the brooklyn waterfront artists coalition sponsors art shows, 
craft festivals and free concerts at the Beard Street Pier. For dates and further 
information, see their website at http://www.bwac.org.
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  dance theatre etcetera at 480 Van Brunt Street near Reed Street 
sponsors theatrical and musical productions, parades and festivals 
throughout the neighborhood. For dates and further information, see their 
website at http://www.dancetheatreetcetera.org/index.html.

fun dining f ine dining
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